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AUSTRALLA

Throughout your time in Scouting, you will collect a large nhumber of cloth badges — some
of them to show you have completed various tasks and challenges, others for attending
events and activities and some to represent places you have visited. Unfortunately, not all
of them can go on your uniform, but they are an important record of your Scouting life.

You will want to keep your badges somewhere safe and display them whenever you can.
They are designed to be sewn onto clothing, so it makes sense to keep them in this way.
Exactly what kind of clothing item you sew them onto is up to you, but here are the most
popular.

Camp Fire Blankets

For as long as Scouts, Guides and Cub Scouts and their Leaders have sat around a camp
fire they have wrapped themselves in a blanket. Sometimes these were the ones that
Mum packed to keep her little darling warm in bed but latterly they have turned into
dedicated bragging pieces in the I've been everywhere mold and, being typical kids, (or
kids at heart) they soon decorated them with badges of places that they camped at.

There are lots of different styles and designs with pro & cons
of each. A few of these are shown over the page. '

Jumpers and fleeces .
A practical item of clothing you would generally take to all
camps would be a jumper or fleece top to wear when it isH8
cold. The second most popular way of displaying your badges

is on a jumper of fleece. ;

Hats
Another item of clothing taken to all outdoor activities is a sun hat. If you only have a
small number of badges, this is ideal ... but you will soon run out of space!

What should be sewn on?

The purists suggest that only places visited or badges earned as a Scout count. This could
mean that your blanket will be fairly empty unless you do a lot of camping. Others like to
collect and swap badges at Scouting events like Jamborees and Cuborees. The choice is
yours, but after just a few years of Scouting, you will have a fair collection of your own!

How to organise your collection

Try to group the badges together by type. For example, all of the badges for campsites
you have visited in one place, events in another, etc. If you have badges from a previous
Section to add (such as your Cub badges when you become a Scout), you might want to
put them in the correct location on your blanket/coat. Leave enough space to grow your
collection over time.

Your blanket can also be used when you go to sleep at camp!
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COAT WITH HOOD

Using a blanket 184cm by
142cm, cut out the pattern
shown on the diagram.

Cut hood from the left over
section, joining at the centre
back.

Gather neck section of the
hood to fit the neckline of the
jacket. Turn under 5cm edge
and blanket stich the front of
the hood.

Stitch hood onto the jacket
with the right sides facing.
Overlock.
Make  buttonholes  where
marked on the front and stitch ‘
buttons to corresponding section on the inside of the back.
Curve edges as on diagram. Turn under and blanket stitch all

edges in a contrasting embroidery thread.

CAPE

Buy a blanket approx 170cm by ‘&j)
160cm

Fold the blanket in half

widthwise and crosswise.

Cut out a full circle 60cm in

radius, marking with pins first.

Cut down a single fold at the

front.

Cut out a small section for the

neckline, as on the diagram.

Cut pieces from the leftovers to

measure 202cm by 22cm when

joined for use as a tie. ' FoLo
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Mark centre of the tie and pin it wem ST

at the centre back of the neckline with the right sides facing

Stitch tie arounf the neck, easing where necessary.

Turn to wrong side and turn under a 1cm edge and slip stitch
down leaving the tie open from the neck edges.

Blanket stitch all around the cape and around the edges of the tie.

COAT
Using a blanket
approx  122cm by
180cm

Fold the blanket in half
widthwise.

Following the diagram,
cut down the centre
front, cut out neckline
and underarm.

With right sides facing
and using 2cm seams,
stitch round underarm
edges and side seams

Overlock and clip seams

Turn to right side. Turn under 5cm and stitch round all edges with
blanket stitch.

Cut four ties from the section cut out of the underarm, each
approx 32cm long and 5cm wide.

Turn under and stitch round edges of the ties.

Stitch by hand onto front.

FOLDED BELT

Fold the blanket in half lengthwise with a
cord running inside the fold.

Tie this around the waist and arrange the
blanket so that it sits neatly around you.
The outside fold of the blanket is now
carried up over the shoulders and head.
The picture should help clarify this

PONCHO

Using a blanket approx 102cm square

Fold the blanket diagonally and then in half again.

Cut a small neck hole as
on the diagram and slit
10cm deep at the front.
Turn the edges of these
under and blanket stitch.
Using contrasting wools
which tone with the
blanket, make a thick
plait 80cm long. Knot
the ends.

Make two loops with
crochet chain or thread
covered with buttonhole
stitch at either side of
the front neck edge.
Thread plaited tie through loops and knot loosely.

CLOAK

Measure the
blanket from the
shoulders to just
above the
ground.

Let the rest of it
fall down outside
the blanket to
somewhere
around the waist
or above
(depending  on
your height).
Oversew the edges of the blanket together.

Attach two large decorative buttons to toggles to one side of the
front and two cord loops to the other for fastening.

Where to get a blanket from

Military surplus shops, www.snowgum.com.au, charity shops.
Try to get a darker colour as it will get dirty around the camp fire at night.



http://www.snowgum.com.au/

